Walnut Beach Association

Monthly Meeting

January 9, 2012

The monthly meeting of the Walnut Beach Association was held on Monday, January 9th and was called to order at 7:02PM in St. Gabriel Parish Hall, 26 Broadway. There were approximately 13 members in attendance.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Motion to accept the November meeting minutes was made and seconded. There was no December meeting, as we held the annual holiday party instead.

REPORTS

President’s Report

1. Enhancement Committee: There is a meeting tomorrow night and I will update any news next month.

2. Stowe Barn: I am still pursuing information about shoring up the barn.

3. Holiday Party: The Holiday Party held at Aldario’s Restaurant was a great success. Thank you Susan Patrick.

4. Guest Speaker: Officer Jeff Neilson from the Milford Public Safety and Crime Prevention will address any issues or concerns about a block watch. Fred Detar is now chairing the Block Watch effort for the WBA. Officer Neilson was unable to attend and is tentatively rescheduled to appear at the February meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

WBA Main Account
	Previous Balance
	$10,326.42
	Balance as of 1/6/12

	Deposits
	172.00
	Memberships- 16 Total-11 Renewals/5 New (Harrison, Detar, Lippman, Licinski, Parisi, Kendall, Giesman, Matthews, Coda, Edwards, Weaver *New: N & T. Dautel*, R. Williams*, 
C. Farley* & S. Alderman*, B. LaBarbera*, G & L Dishman*)

	Subtotal
	$10,498.42
	

	
	+1.23
	Interest for checking acct for 10/15/11 – 11/15/11

	
	+1.17
	Interest for checking acct for 11/16/11 – 12/15/11

	Subtotal
	$10,500.82
	

	Less Checks Written:
	
	

	
	-144.24
	Check to Susan Patrick expense reimbursement for supplies 2011 WBA Holiday Party at Aldario’s

	
	· 1,025.01
	Check to Aldarios for 2011 WBA Holiday party

	
	· 200.00
	Check to St Gabriel’s church-Donation from WBA for use of church hall for WBA monthly meetings

	New Balance
	$9,131.57
	


WB Summer Concert Series Account

	Previous Balance
	$1,627.37
	Balance as of 1/6/12

	Deposits
	None
	

	Subtotal
	$1,627.37
	

	Less Checks Written:
	None
	

	New Balance
	$1,627.37
	


WB Festival Account

	Previous Balance
	$5,049.30
	Balance as of 1/6/12

	Deposits:
	None
	

	Subtotal
	$5,049.30
	

	Less Checks Written:
	None
	

	New Balance
	$5,049.30
	


WB 5K Race Account:

	Previous Balance
	$5,598.21
	Balance as of 1/6/12

	Deposits
	None
	

	Subtotal
	$5,598.21
	

	Less Checks Written:
	None
	

	New Balance
	$5,598.21
	


Respectively Submitted,

Leisa Gazdik
Treasurer, WBA

Committee Reports

2012 Festival Preparations

Tyyne Catapano will be the Festival Chair for 2012. Wendy Terenzio will be the SCS Chair again.

Beautification Committee

Dave Cameron will be taking over as Chair of the Committee for Connie Henshaw.

Ralph Harrison will be speaking at the Milford Garden Club later this month. He suggested we open the control of the public flower beds under the WB arch to them for maintenance, as well as the bocce courts at the pavilion. He will also inquire about starting an Adopt a Spot with local businesses, landscapers. 

Festival Chair Proposal – resubmitted for vote as proposed in November

Following completion of accounting for this year’s summer events, Laura Ambrogio, 2011 Festival Chair, submitted the following proposal for profit distribution to be voted on at our January meeting:


Total Profits for Festival & 5K = $10,647

1. Payback WBA for money borrowed: $4,000
2. MFAC for Outside Firehouse Gallery: $500
3. Boys and Girls Club to produce more painted barrels $1,000 ($100 for paint / barrel, barrels are free from DPW)

4. Balance to be added to the Summer Concert Series account for 5 concerts for 2012 summer: $5,146
a. Potential to partner with other neighborhood associations to defray / share cost

b. All concerts will be on Sunday PM to avoid any confusion and to save on marketing costs, and just one big concert day of festival vs. one evening before

Prior to putting the proposal to vote, significant discussion was generated around the proposal to expand the SCS. President Joe Garbus wishes to be conservative with Association funds, and wants there to be a financial sponsor for each concert, not fund them out of Association funds. Laura Ambrogio raised the fact that as a NFP organization, the WBA cannot exceed a $50,000 account balance without incurring onerous tax reporting obligations. The funds are intended to be reinvested in the community. Discussion from the group surrounded the record crowds and positive feedback the 2011 SCS generated both for the WBA and its other event, the Arts Festival. The 2011 Festival had a record number of vendors, and DirectTV has already contacted us to be a sponsor for 2012.

The 2011 SCS generated $1,627 from sponsor and donations collected at concerts.

There was additional discussion about ensuring we take greater precautions and safety measures at the 2012 series, including signage banning alcohol and incorporating a safety aisle. Wendy suggested we table these until after the main meeting for the SCS committee meeting.

Treasurer Leisa Gadzik confirmed the tax implications should the WBA exceed a $50,000 account balance.

The proposal was put to a vote – all points were unanimously approved. Secretary Meghan Rabuse is to write a letter to send with the check to the MFAC outlining how the funds are intended to be utilized.

WBA 5K

State Rep Kim Rose to call DEP regarding onerous charges from the state for use of the park for the 5K.

NEW BUSINESS

Membership Drive

Bob Fraulo proposed a serious membership drive initiative be undertaken. The paid membership currently represents less than 1% of the households in the community. Bob will research costs, and propose suggestions at the next meeting.

The main meeting was adjourned at 8:07PM.

Following the main meeting, the Summer Concert Series Committee met to cover the following agenda:

· Allotted funding

· Band Genres – Country, 50s/60s/Doo Wop, Big Band, Classic Rock, Top 40

· Dates – All Sunday from 4-7PM

· July 15

· July 22

· July 29

· Aug 5

· Aug 12

· Aug 19

· Advertising

· Sponsorship / Fundraising

· Devon Rotary

· Otzel Law Firm

· WBBA?

· Co-Association Involvement

· Porta Potty & Supplies

· Hospitality table, safety aisle, water, promotions

Next Summer Concert Series Committee meeting will be January 23rd at 7:00 PM at 24 Ard Court.

Respectfully submitted,

Meghan Rabuse

Secretary, Walnut Beach Association

